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At Reach Out and Read Carolinas, we  
are building a future where the standard 
of pediatric care for young children 
includes the Reach Out and Read 
intervention, implemented for all
children birth to 5 years of age.

A future in which parents and 
caregivers understand the crucial role 
they play in laying the foundation for 
their child’s healthy development.

A future where all parents and 
caregivers are well supported as they 
engage young children as part of their 
daily routine.

A future in which all children grow up 
with books and reading, with talking 
and with singing, in the arms of those 
who love them and care for them.

A future where we are reaching every 
child, regardless of area or income, 
across the Carolinas.

These are ambitious goals, grounded in our 
organizational mission, vision and values. Together, every 
day in ways big and small, we (you + us) are making a 
huge difference.  We can’t thank you enough. Without 
your support, we wouldn’t be here.

YOU + US =TOGETHERwe change lives

WEIMAGINE...

RELATIONSHIPS • INNOVATION • TEAMWORK 
INTEGRITY • COMMITMENT

WHY REACH OUT AND READ?

Our Vision
Our vision in the Carolinas is 
to provide a medically based 
literacy intervention that becomes 
part of the standard of primary 
care for all children birth to 5 years 
of age. Using books as tools, Reach 
Out and Read Carolinas empowers 
providers to positively impact families 
and caregivers in their daily interactions with 
children through shared language and stories.

Our Model
Reach Out and Read has a three-part research-based model to 
promote healthy brain development in children and successful 
relationships in families: 

The Primary Care Provider – coaching and 
building skills in parents, modeling and 
supporting early brain development and 
strong relationships: During well-child visits, 
the doctor prescribes reading by modeling read-
aloud strategies while teaching and training the 
parent about how to share books and why it is 
important. Parents are engaged in the conversation 
as the provider offers anticipatory guidance and 
emphasizes how reading brings families together.

The Book:  
Each child is given a new, culturally and 
developmentally appropriate book to take home, 
building a collection of 10-15 new books in the 
home before the child goes to kindergarten. 

Literacy-Rich Environment and Resources:
Clinic environments support literacy-rich 
messaging and resources to families, aiding 
providers in community-health resources, and 
assisting parents in daily literacy activities with 
their children. 

Click 
Here

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RbdkEtunpuA&feature=youtu.be


OUR ACCESS

LEARN MORE

The Reach Out and Read intervention is unique for its 
unparalleled access to children through the medical home, 
supporting families through the trusted voice of the 
provider. ROR is a health care strategy supporting healthy 
relationships and development of the whole child and 
whole family.

90% of children visit their doctor 
each year.

NC and SC have 2,424 trained ROR 
Medical Providers at 548 participating 
clinics and hospitals serving 437,062 
children annually.

ROR is one of the only early year 
interventions that can still reach 
children and families and is the only 
national early literacy intervention 
endorsed by the American Academy 
of Pediatrics.

CAROLINAS

Delivering health care cannot be  
separated from supporting the relationship

between the family and child.

Dr. Charles Willson, 
East Carolina University

Click 
Here

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zoqm5ubFQvY&feature=youtu.be


Diversity
Children’s books – even books 
for the youngest babies – can 
combat racism and its effects on 
children by serving as windows 
into our diverse world and as mirrors 
that provide an affirmation of who the 
children are. The simple act of snuggling 
with a caregiver and sharing stories reflecting 
cultural diversity can yield better health outcomes for our children. 

Reach Out and Read will continue to prioritize our selection of books 
and support of authors that help increase the diversity of our book 
selection for families.  We will continue to explore, through relationships 
with our publishing partners, increased book selection for our providers 
and families to ensure families have the tools in their hands to explore 
this beautiful, diverse world together.

COVID-19 Response
Though we are in the midst of a public health crisis, because of Reach 
Out and Read’s placement within pediatric and primary care, it remains 
as one of the only early childhood interventions that CAN still reach 
children and families. This access allows ROR providers to support 
their patients’ health and development, resilience, and compliance with 
best medical and developmental practices.  In addition, reading aloud 
with children eases family stress and fosters feelings of safety and 
security, building resilience and enabling families and children to cope 
with social and emotional challenges.

The Reach Out and Read community continues to focus on 
innovation, flexibility, and responsiveness to the needs of our 
providers, clinic network, and families:
• Provider training, including ROR integration into telehealth; 

stress and adversity training; and resilience support.
• ROR as a tool to support families in maintaining routines and 

normalcy from the voice of the provider.
• ROR and its impact on well-visit compliance.
• ROR as an ongoing tool to support language-rich interactions 

in children’s daily lives to aid in developing brains and healthy 
relationships.

Relationships, Routines, Reading
We know one of the best ways to support children and build resilience 
is to read books together. When children are cuddled in the lap of a 
loving caregiver, enjoying a book together, they feel safe and secure. 

Sharing books regularly can provide a sense of normalcy for 
families and help create important routines as many 

schools close and child care schedules change, 
and families spend more time at home. 

Reach Out and Read providers 
prescribe spending time together 

with a book. This simple 
moment has a significant 
impact.

When families [go] through stressful times, 
when they experience a perceived threat 
of danger, when they are practicing social 
distancing and must remain in their homes, 
children still look to their parents and the 

other adults who care for them to help them feel 
loved and protected. Continuing to practice and 
advise this to parents through ROR is one way 
to help families through this difficult time.

Dr. Perri Klass, 
Reach Out and Read’s National Medical Director 

INNOVATIONS



At RORC, we know our most valuable asset is our human capital.  
As a team, we are committed to the people who make the ROR 
intervention work every day. Not only are we committed to 
efficiency, but we are delighted in our impact together. 

Pam Bacot, Program Manager 
Emily Bartels, Program Manager

Kelly Baxter, Program Manager

Callee Boulware, Executive Director

Deb LaRoche, Program Manager 
Drew Laurens, Director of Development

Jackie Lorge, Program Manager 

Anna McBee, Program Manager

Carolyn Merrifield, Program Director

Suzanne Metcalf, Communications Director

Candace Perry, Regional Support

Gail Phillips, Program Manager

Amber Pierce, Program Manager

Teandra Ramos-Hardy, Director of Medical Engagement

Melissa Rice, Program Manager

Katie Benston, 
Community Volunteer, North Carolina

Leigh D’Amico, 
USC College of Education, South Carolina

Laura Bordeaux,
Zeus Industrial Products, South Carolina

Martha Edwards, MD,  
Atrium Health Levine Children’s Rock Hill 
Pediatric Associates, South Carolina

Matt Ferraguto,  
Eckel & Vaughan, North Carolina

Herb Gruendel,  
Community Volunteer, North Carolina

Anna Miller-Fitzwater, MD,  
Downtown Health Plaza, North Carolina

Todd Nicolet,  
UNC Gillings School of Global Public 
Health, North Carolina

Matt Perry,  
Vista Advisors/Ameriprise Financial, 
South Carolina

Karen Ponder,  
Ponder Early Childhood, North Carolina

David Tayloe, MD,  
Goldsboro Pediatrics, North Carolina 

Michael Wren, 
Davidson & Lindemann, P.A., South 
Carolina

Dr. Molly Benedum
Leigh D’Amico, PhD
Dr. Martha Edwards
Dr. Meredith Eicken
Dr. Elizabeth Erickson
Dr. Anna Miller-Fitzwater

Dr. Ken Roberts
Dr. Sara Ryder
Dr. Dave Tayloe Jr.
Dr. Todd Vedder
Dr. Chuck Willson
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WANT TO KNOW MORE?

Click 
Here

https://www.rorcarolinas.org/


INVEST WITH US!

$100,000+
Boeing-South Carolina
The Duke Endowment
State of South Carolina
Vanguard

$25,000+
Anonymous Trust
BlueCross BlueShield of 
North Carolina
The Cemala Foundation
ChildTrust Foundation
Durham County
United Way of Greenville 
County
James Family 
Foundation
The Leon Levine 
Foundation
Mary Black Foundation
United Way of the 
Midlands
North Carolina 
Partnership for Children
Sisters of Mercy 
Foundation of North 
Carolina
Trident United Way

$10,000+
Beaufort Fund of the CCF
Chapin Foundation
Charlotte Mecklenburg 
Community Foundation 
of FFTC
Molina Healthcare of 
South Carolina
Park Foundation
PNC Foundation
Tannenbaum-
Sternberger Foundation
Winer Family 
Foundation

$5,000+
All In Team Foundation
Alpha and Omega 
Foundation of FFTC
Atrium Health
The Harold H. Bate 
Foundation
Bertsch Family Charitable 
Foundation, Inc.

Burlington Pediatrics, PA
Coastal Children’s Clinic
E. Rhodes and Leona B. 
Carpenter Foundation
Frances P. Bunnelle 
Foundation
The Glass Foundation
United Way of Horry 
County
The Mary G. And George 
E. Morris Charitable 
Fund
Moses Cone Health
Newberry County First 
Steps
Susan and Alec Taylor

$2,500+
Alamance Community 
Foundation
Cheerful Giver Fund 
of Central Carolina 
Community Foundation
Craven County 
Community Foundation 
of NCCF
Delta Dental of North 
Carolina
Eastern Band of 
Cherokees Community 
Foundation of NCCF
Glen Raven
Cary Levine
Candace and Matthew 
Perry
Target, Inc.
TE Connectivity
Volvo Car U.S. 
Operations Grant Fund 
of CCF

$1,000+
Alamance County Farm 
Bureau
All State Foundation
Apex Clearing
Carolina Nissan
Charitocracy 
Corporation
Dr. Charles W. Derrick Jr.
Kidzcare Pediatrics
LabCorp of America 
Holdings

Matthew 
Terrence 
Lee One Love 
Fund of CFWNC
Rachel Mandell
Todd Nicolet
Ready for School, Ready 
for Life
Mr. and Mrs. Allen 
Shifflet
South Carolina Ports 
Authority
Union County 
Community Foundation 
of FFTC
Waccamaw Community 
Foundation
Eric Anderson Weigel 
Memorial Fund of 
CFWNC

$500+
Alamance Eye Center
Altrusa International of 
Spartanburg, SC, Inc
Julie and John Boulware
Kathy and Rick Brown
Chandler Concrete 
Company, Inc.
Roslyn Moore Crisp, DDS, 
MS, PA
Dr. Sallie Permar and Mr. 
Matt Ferraguto
Friends of Alamance County 
Public Library
Patricia Green
Thomas and Dorothy 
Hanson
Martha Harnish
Kernodle Clinic
Dr. Susan Kreissman and 
Mr. Philip Breitfeld
Mr. and Mrs. Howard 
McJunkin
United Way of Pitt County
Karen Ponder
Roxboro Rotary Foundation
Kate Swanson and Hayes 
Mizell
Ken and Anne Tidwell
Thomas Waring
Mr. and Mrs. John M. 
Webber
Jill Wright

 

OUR SUPPORTERS
$250+

Arthur Aylsworth
Karen Behling

Nadine Bray
Laura Bourdeaux
Craig DeLucia
Diane Duffy
First United Methodist 
Church of Myrtle Beach
Louise Hamer
Lois Hansen
Carolyn Hunt
Frank Konhaus
Deborah LaRoche
Dr. Jennifer Lawson
Benjamin Lowe
Dr. and Mrs. Allen Marshall
Gerri and Mark Mattson
Deirdre Murphy
Elizabeth Patterson
Mrs. Gail Phillips
Kappa Psi Mountain East 
Province
Ann and Ron Rash
Sheila and Daniel Saklad
Alex Parikh and Rebecca 
Snyder
Emily Stoll
Yadira Tejeda
Triangle Community 
Foundation
Charles Vedder
We Give All Fund of CFWNC
Nicki and Josh Wilson
Rosemary and Smedes York

$100+
Marcus Alexander
Mrs. Carol Andersen
Emily Bartels
Diane Bastian
Rebecca Beerman
Frank Benedick
Mr. Joe Waters and Dr. 
Molly Benedum
Britt Benston
Katie Benston
Laurette Benton
Kurt Johnson and Gail 
Bradley
Melissa Buchanan
Gordon and Janice Bundy
Paul Carroll
Elizabeth Clark
Jeremy Collins
William Compton
Mrs. Marlene Conner
Anne Corrigan
Regina Corso
Randy Cox
Marie Crissman
Mary Cross

James Crouch
Mrs. Leigh D’Amico
Mrs. Amy Duff
Karen Dukes
Lisa Eilers
Lois Evans
Ayla Ficken
Linda Folda
Mrs. Kirsten Folger
Jennifer Fontaine
Jackie Forman
Allan Friedman
Meredith Gallagher
Janice Gruendel
Ansley Guibault
Lavonne Hales
Katie Hand
James Harnish
Laura Heise
Robert Hellwig
Mr. William Helwig
Cynthia Henderson
M.E. and Ted Hessberg
Mrs. Kate Hickey
Nancy Hoagland
Robert Jepko
Becky and David Johnson
Mr. Paul Juengel
Saswat Kabisatpathy
Heidi Kelley
Knit Wear Fabrics Inc
Eliana Kurzum
Margaret Kush
Denise Larsen
James and Linda Lathren
Kathy Laurens
Kenneth Lerche
Elaine Bolle and Lester 
Levine
Annaliese Limb
Hub International Limited
Mrs. Barbara Long
Jamee Lynch
Dr. Harry and Mrs. Linda 
MacDonald
Mrs. Constance Martin
John McDonald
Donna McGee
Gail McGowen
Judith Melton
David Mertz
Linda Miller
Dr. Kristen and Mr. P. Scott 
Moffitt
Moria Montalbano
Jennifer Mullendore
Mrs. Windi Murphy
NC State Employees 
Combined Campaign
Net Impact Triad
Charles Nunn
Oertel, Koonts, & 
Oertel, PLLC

Sally Otvos
Joyce Padmos
Kristen Page
Patty Vision Center, OD, PA
Anna Pena
Pickett Hosiery Mills Inc
United Way of the Piedmont
Alice Pierce
Ginger and Robert Polk
Barbara Popka
Mrs. Patsy Pringle
Pamela Pursel
Mr. Martin Radecki
Patricia Ragan
Donna Ray
Kathleen Reilly
Mrs. Katherine Roberson
Carla Roberts
Dr. Ernest Schiller
Harry and Patricia Seay
Meredith Self
Padmos Accounting 
Services
Sew Unique Inc.
Judy Sharpe
Larry and Carroll Sitton
Margaret Smith
Frederick Solomon
Sarah Stein
Dr. Mary Sugioka
Kelly and John Suttles
Tapco Underwriters, Inc.
Thomas Chandler Thomas 
& Hinshaw, LLP
Kenneth Thompson
Betty Tong
Nathan Diorio-Toth
Dr. Michael Touloupas
Cox Toyota
Thomas Triumph
Steve Vanpelt
Wade’s Jewelers
Polly Watson
Thom White
Mr. and Mrs. James Wilkes
Winter Park Baptist Church
Michael and Mandy Wren
Laura Wright
Elaine Yeh

Donations below $100 will be listed on the web version of this 
report at www.rorcarolinas.org.

Click 
Here

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fz7sQ3ofqew&feature=youtu.be


CAROLINAS

NEXT CHAPTEROur
As we look forward to our next 30 years, Reach Out and Read 
aspires to harness our three decades of experience, our proven 
model, and our extensive network into an even more powerful 
force for change, recognizing the parent-child relationship as a 
foundational component of early success. This is our Next Chapter.

Locally, in the Carolinas, we have aligned our strategic vision with 
this national movement. 

LONG-TERM GOALS 
• Enactment of policies that drive change in attitude, practice 

and funding.
• Wide-scale adoption and funding of feasible and impactful 

best practices.
• Physicians equipped with skills to effectively support strong 

caregiver-child relationships.

THE STRATEGY 
Working as part of a movement that aims to make the promotion of 
positive, language-rich interactions the standard of care, our Next 
Chapter strategy involves four central priorities: 

• Create momentum for change within primary pediatric care.
• Equip clinicians with skills that effectively promote early 

relational health, particularly through early literacy 
strategies.

• Craft and implement a policy agenda to advance strategies 
delivered in the pediatric primary care setting that promote 
early brain development, early literacy and school readiness.

• Implement a research agenda to optimize the integration 
of pediatric well-child visits and the promotion of early 
relational health through early literacy. 

CAROLINAS

Follow Us!
@RORCarolinas

rorcarolinas.org
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